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Press release

Triodos Sustainable Finance Foundation takes stake in
crowdfunding platform bettervest

Zeist, 6 September 2018 - Triodos Sustainable Finance Foundation has acquired a stake in
German crowdfunding platform bettervest. With this cooperation, both parties aim to
increase investment opportunities in energy efficiency projects for private investors.

Triodos Sustainable Finance Foundation — which is managed by Triodos Investment
Management, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Triodos Bank — finances initiatives that accelerate
sustainable development worldwide. bettervest offers private investors the opportunity to invest
directly in small-scale sustainable energy projects in Germany as well as in developing countries
across the globe. These shared objectives make bettervest a great fit for the Triodos Sustainable
Finance Foundation. The investment in bettervest is the fund’s second investment in a
crowdfunding platform. The first investment was in Duurzaam Investeren in the Netherlands.

Marilou van Golstein Brouwers, Managing Director Triodos Investment Management: “Given the
many global challenges our world is faced with today, the importance of investing in renewable
energy is continuing to grow. Not only in developed countries, but even more so in developing
countries, where access to energy is not always a given. Through its crowdfunding activities,
bettervest empowers a larger community to contribute to solving these challenges. They do not
only provide private investors the opportunity to actively contribute to the energy transition, but
also to making energy accessible for all.”

“Our goal was never to compete with sustainable banks, but to complement them. For us, the
cooperation with Triodos represents a big step towards a global energy transition, with a partner
at our side that shares our values. Just as organic products have entered into the mainstream in
recent years, sustainable investments need to become the norm. To achieve this, we are
combining the strength of a bank with the potential of a digital financing platform”, said Patrick
Mijnals, founder and CEO of bettervest.

In addition to the investment by the Triodos Sustainable Finance Foundation, Triodos Bank
Germany has entered into a cooperation with bettervest. Both the customers of Triodos Bank
Germany and those of bettervest value the conscious use of money and want to achieve not only
financial, but also social-ecological returns. The cooperation between both parties gives their
respective clients the opportunity to discover new ways of investing sustainably while providing
them with easier access to complementary offers.

-ENDS-
About Triodos Investment Management

Triodos Investment Management connects a broad range of investors who want to make their
money work for lasting, positive change with innovative entrepreneurs and sustainable
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businesses doing just that. In doing so, we serve as a catalyst in sectors that are key in the
transition to a world that is fairer, more sustainable and humane.

With our highly professional investment teams, we have built up in-depth knowledge throughout
our 25 years of impact investing in sectors such as Energy & Climate, Inclusive Finance,
Sustainable Food & Agriculture and Sustainable Real Estate. We also invest in listed companies
with an above-average environmental, social and governance (ESG) performance. Assets under
management as per end of June 2018: EUR 4.2 billion.

Triodos Investment Management is a globally active impact investor and consists of Triodos
Investment Management BV and Triodos Investment & Advisory Services BV, both wholly-owned
subsidiaries of Triodos Bank NV.

About bettervest

bettervest is a crowdinvesting platform that enables citizens to jointly finance sustainable energy
projects in Germany as well as invest in developing countries across the globe. In return, they
benefit financially from the reduced costs and energy savings. To this end, bettervest only
finances projects that are ecologically sound and achieve high savings in both costs and energy.
Each individual project is verified by certified energy consultants who calculate and forecast the
savings. With the help of private investors, i.e. the crowd, project owners receive the capital they
need to immediately start reducing their energy consumption, carbon emissions and costs. Every
year, investors receive a part of their investment plus a fixed interest rate for the duration of the
contract period. In this way, we all benefit from reduced carbon emissions, less energy usage and
an accelerated energy transition. bettervest is located in Frankfurt, Germany.

For further information, please contact:

Christine van Waveren, Triodos Investment Management
Phone: +31 (0)30 694 2754 / +31 (0)6 1156 3144

E-mail: christine.vanwaveren@triodos.com
www.triodos.com

Sara Steidinger, bettervest
Phone: +49 (0)177 6504776
Email: sara.steidinger@bettervest.com
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